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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion   : Sunday Evening Service 
Date   : September 9, 2018 
 
TITLE   : THANKS BE TO GOD 
Text/s   :   
 
1 Cor 15:57 
57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Bible Reading :  
 
2 Cor 9:8-15 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work: 
9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. 
10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, 
and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) 
11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. 
12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by 
many thanksgivings unto God; 
13 Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel 
of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men; 
14 And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. 
15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
KJV 
 
Song/s   : 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1 Cor 15:57 
57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 5:18 
18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
KJV 
 
There are innumerable things for which we could—and should—give thanks to God. But there are three notable 
gifts mentioned by Paul in his letters to the Corinthians in which he was led to use this particular exclamation: 
“Thanks be to God.” We shall do well to look at these great blessings, and then—like Paul—pour out our own 
thanks to God for them! 
  
 
A) We thank God for victory over sin and death 

 
1 Cor 15:57 
57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
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The first is in our text above, giving thanks for God’s gift of victory. And what victory is that? “Death is 
swallowed up in victory” (v. 54), and death has lost its terrible sting for the believer, for Christ conquered 

death forever when He died for our sins and rose again. 
 
 
B) We thank God for victory in life 
 
2 Cor 2:14 
14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of 
his knowledge by us in every place. 
KJV 
 
The second is similar yet goes beyond even the first gift: “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us 
to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place” (2 Corinthians 

2:14). Not only victory over death but victory in life! 
 
By the indwelling presence of the Spirit of Christ, we are enabled to triumph over circumstances and “shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called [us] out of darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Peter 2:9). 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but 
now have obtained mercy. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:5 
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:8 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work: 
KJV 
 
Col 1:9-12 
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might 

be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in 
the knowledge of God; 
11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with 
joyfulness; 
12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light: 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 2:20-21 
20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and 
some to honour, and some to dishonour. 
21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the 
master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 
KJV 
 
Heb 13:20-21 
20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
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21 Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

KJV 
 
Phil 2:14-16 
14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither 
laboured in vain. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 2:14-16 
14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of 

his knowledge by us in every place. 
15 For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: 
16 To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is 
sufficient for these things? 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 2:14-17 
14 But thanks be to God, who in the Messiah constantly leads us in a triumphal procession and through us 
spreads everywhere the fragrance of what it means to know him! 15 For to God we are the aroma of the 
Messiah, both among those being saved and among those being lost; 16 to the latter, we are the smell of 
death leading only to more death; but to the former, we are the sweet smell of life leading to more life. Who is 
equal to such a task?  
CJB 
 
1 Cor 1:18-31 
18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the 
power of God. 
19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the 
prudent. 
20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of this world? 
21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe. 
22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 

23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 
24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 
25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble, are called: 
27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 
28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are 
not, to bring to nought things that are: 
29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 
30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption: 
31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
KJV 
 
 
C) We thank God for victory shared with others 
 
2 Cor 8:16 
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16 But thanks be to God, which put the same earnest care into the heart of Titus for you. 
KJV 

 
2 Cor 7:4-7 
4 Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my glorying of you: I am filled with comfort, I am 
exceeding joyful in all our tribulation. 
5 For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without 
were fightings, within were fears. 
6 Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 
7 And not by his coming only, but by the consolation wherewith he was comforted in you, when he told us 
your earnest desire, your mourning, your fervent mind toward me; so that I rejoiced the more. 
KJV 
 
Phil 2:19-23 

19 But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort, when 
I know your state. 
20 For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state. 
21 For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's. 
22 But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel. 
23 Him therefore I hope to send presently, so soon as I shall see how it will go with me. 
KJV 
 
Col 4:11-14 
11 And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the circumcision. These only are my fellowworkers unto the 
kingdom of God, which have been a comfort unto me. 
12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, 
that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 
13 For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, and them that are in Laodicea, and them in 
Hierapolis. 
14 Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:3 
3 And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with 
Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life. 
KJV 
 
Rom 16:1-6 

1 I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea: 
2 That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath 
need of you: for she hath been a succourer of many, and of myself also. 
3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: 
4 Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches 
of the Gentiles. 
5 Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Salute my wellbeloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of 
Achaia unto Christ. 
6 Greet Mary, who bestowed much labour on us. 
KJV 
 

1) A shared victory with the heroes of faith 
 
Heb 11:39-40 
39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: 
40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect. 
KJV 
 
Heb 12:1-2 
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1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is 

set before us, 
2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
KJV 
 
 

2) A shared victory with those present with us 
 
2 Cor 8:16 
16 But thanks be to God, which put the same earnest care into the heart of Titus for you. 
KJV 
 

Phil 4:3 
3 And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, 
with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life. 
KJV 
 
 

3) A shared victory with still others who will come after us 
 
2 Tim 4:7-8 
7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 
KJV 
 
Phil 2:15-16 
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, 
neither laboured in vain. 
KJV 

 
 
D) We thank God for all these we have in Christ 
 

2 Cor 9:15 
15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
KJV  
 
2 Cor 9:8-15 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work: 
9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. 
10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, 
and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) 
11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. 
12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by 
many thanksgivings unto God; 
13 Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel 
of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men; 
14 And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. 
15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
KJV 
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John 1:14-17 
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is 
preferred before me: for he was before me. 
16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 1:4 
4 I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ; 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 16:23 

23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:23 
23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
KJV 
 
Eph 6:24 
24 Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 5:28 
28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 
KJV 
 
2 Thess 3:18 
18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 8:9 
9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might be rich. 
KJV 
 

2 Cor 12:9 
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most 
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 13:14 
14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you 
all. Amen. 
KJV 
 
Eph 2:7 
7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through 
Christ Jesus. 
KJV 
 
2 Thess 2:16-17 
16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us 
everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, 
17 Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work. 
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KJV 
 

All these things we have through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Peter 1:8 
8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory: 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:15 
15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
KJV 
 
 


